Serum levels of the soluble adhesion molecules in patients with malignant melanoma.
The incidence of malignant melanoma has been steadily increasing over the past decades. CD 44 is a transmembrane glycoprotein which is implicated in a number of adhesive and migratory events. Downregulation of CD 44 is implicated in the metastatic process. P-Selectin is a member of the selectin family of cell surface molecules. The levels of P-Selectin in biological fluids may be elevated in subjects with a variety of pathological conditions. In malignant melanoma, elevation of the plasma level of soluble intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (sICAM-1) has been associated with a reduction in disease-free survival. This study was performed to investigate the differences in the serum concentrations of the adhesion molecules in patients with malignant melanoma. The study group consisted of 52 patients with malignant melanoma and 20 healthy subjects. No meaningful difference was observed for P-selectin and sICAM 1 levels. A statistically significant decrease was observed in the cancer patients for serum CD 44 levels.